
Dylan Cullen’s Comments  

Good afternoon. I am Dylan Cullen, Class of 2017 and the President of Student Government 

“And I asked myself about the present: how wide it was, how deep it was, how much was 

mine to keep.” Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five 

 
Our lives are encouraged to be fast-paced, to be future-focused and reminiscent of the past all in a 

single breath. We live in an age of multitasking, checklists, and the constant ping and swish of 

emails coming and going. Our days are effaced away unless we remember to pause and 

appreciate each moment, big or small. There are few times built into our lives that are peaceful, 

and quiet, and reflective.  

 

Let this be one of those moments for you as we slow the world around us so that we can honor 

and embrace the advent of Champlain College’s new President, Donald Laackman.  

 
Today is one of the days that Don will surely remember, but it should also be a day that the 

Champlain College community will never forget. I have every confidence that as an institution, 

we are moving forward in an extremely positive direction. Many people today, I’m sure, will 

celebrate the many things that Don has already done as President. As I stand here, I would like to 

honor who Don is as a person and not a title.  

 
“To learn one must be humble. But life is the great teacher.” - James Joyce, Ulysses  

 
In my interactions with Don so far, I have met with a man who is kind and open. He is someone 

who has a thirst for learning and feedback. He is willing to be himself, and to challenge the why. 

 



“When they give you lined paper, write the other way.” - Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 

 
I have sat across the table from Don and have been awestruck at his dedication to the goals of the 

college, and to its students. Myself and other members of the Student Government Association 

agree that Don’s commitment to being available for, welcoming to, and compassionate towards 

the students of Champlain is one of the best qualities a President could have. And, to boot, he’s 

got a killer sense of humor.  

 

Now that I’ve painted you an image of the Don I have come to know, it is my pleasure to present 

Don with a couple of additional perks - that is to say, in addition to the privilege of working with 

the Student Government.  

 
For those of you that follow Don’s blogging on Don’s Desk, you know that he wrote about his 

favorite books in a post titled “A Remembrance of Books Past.” Don talked about being fractured 

between his wish to read more, and his desire to read more deeply. Well, Don, I’m here to tell you 

that you can have the best of both worlds.  

 
Don, what I am about to give to you is a compilation of books, some that you may have read and 

others that will be new to you. I was sitting down with members of my Cabinet and we were 

rattling off books that have been impressionable for us in our lives, and that we hope will be so 

for you as well.  

 

Each of the books I have here was incorporated into this speech. I pulled from their wisdom, and 

as you read these, I hope that you will enjoy them but will also find them useful. I hope you love 



the humor classic “Slaughterhouse-Five” by Kurt Vonnegut. It has been my favorite book for a 

number of years now, and it was the gateway to my love of Vonnegut’s truly captivating style.  

 

Also in the mix is Ulysses, which you mentioned in your blog post as a book that an inspiring 

teacher once read each summer on the beach. I hope someday soon, you will get to do the same. 

You also made reference to Frodo and Sam from the Lord of the Rings, and we hope that a copy 

of that adventurous tale will give you the perseverance to push through any difficult times that 

may come your way.  

 

Lastly, we hope that Fahrenheit 451 will be an inspiration to dare when it is not easy, because 

that is what we do here at Champlain. We take risks, and we go places no one has gone before. 

With you at the helm, there is no doubt in my mind that extraordinary things will happen. But if 

you ever grow tired of leading us from your standing desk, we hope you’ll pause to rest on the 

first ever Champlain College stool engraved with the Champlain Seal! The stool is being 

handmade and engraved so that it is just the right height and is extra comfortable.  

 
“Someone else always has to carry on the story.”  - J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings 

 
Don – as you take your rightful place as the 8th President of Champlain College – you carry on 

our story.  

As you are inaugurated today, let us take pause to appreciate who we are as a community, and 

how strong we are united under a leader as fearless as Don.  

 
“What lies behind us and what lies before us are tiny matters compared to what lies within 
us.” - Ralph Waldo Emerson. Thank you and Congratulations! 
 


